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HOW THE SHIPS OF OUR NAVY
ARE DISTRIBUTED OVER THE
WATERS OF THE EARTH.
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To Effectively Carry Out All the Duties of Police, Neutrality, Protection, Exploration, and Train-
ing of Armed Forees Afloat, the United States Assigna Its Cruising Fleet to Gieographical
Divisions, Known Officiaily as the North Atlantic, Pacifie, European, Sonth  Atlantic and

Asiatie,
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ston Yard 1s in Charleston; New York
.:nv ¢ Yard Is In Brooklyn: Noriolk Navy
Yard is in Gosport. a suburb of Ports-
{n_r-mh, Ya.,, and Pensacoln Yard i3 in
Varrington.
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of the eguator it extends to 19 degrees
west longltude and south to some point
not specifically desigpated in conscquence
of the extension of the Aslatic Btation,
after the war with Spaln.

Within its limits are locatetd the navy
ards at Bremerton, Wash, and Mare
sland, ("al. and the coal depots at Pichl-
linque, In Lower Californla, at Tutuila,
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south as St. Paul de Loando; thence ding-
onally westward to the junction of the
equator and the forty-fifth degree of west
Iongitude, this meridlan separating it from
the North Atlantic,

Formerly there was a storehouse within
these Jimits, and o soft berth it afforded.

the Bureaun of Navigation.

equailty about twelve-sixtecnths of the
zones suhjecped to naval protection, Of the
remainder South America hos about two-
sixteenths and the North Atlantie and Eu-
ropean about one-sixteenth each. Reject-
1 the water spaces of the waorld not of
city subjected to the visits of war
more than 000G of wo er
lies demnnd the protection of the
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NORTH ATLANTIC COAST.

In his report for 1%3 Rear Admiral H.
. Taylor, U. 8 XN., describes the char-
acter of the existing 15 and squadrons
and makes many pertinent suggestions
upon: the actual force that we should n=-
semble in the various seas of the world

Our netunl squadrons what they

4 be, according to his ilgment, are
fn the charl ac nving the
gltning with the North At-

he polnts out that thls furce

and
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wl down

intter mentioned squadrons are subject to
the orders of the commander in chief of
he ficet.

The battleship squadron thus forms a
nucleus arcund which may be eathered
the other unita to assist as occasion de-
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The Carlbbean squuadron, created in Oc-

Prompt artion Is mors thoroughly pro-
vided for, 1% belleved, by the presence
of & flug offiver, who muay of his own

bordar on the Caribbean.

The number of ¢rulsers needed in thia
squadron s set down aw elght, five of
which should be fmproved Olymplas, and
three be ve=sels of [lzht draught special-
or river service, but ca-

of four erulse
two vesaels for river work, allowing one
of ench type tn be absent for Tepairs.

Culebra Island has hithorto heen its
headquarters, but Guantannmo has final-
1y been chosen as ite primary base and
as n permanent dock yard, With this
position well defended by fortifileations, it
fa unlikely that strong works will be
nesded at Culebra.

The coast squadron was organized on

eral =strategle plan and will be used pri-
mariiv for the defensa of our ¢oast and
socondarily as a reserve  to strengthen
our prineipal fleat in the West Indles.

It i= intended that this squadron shall
be compnreed of powerful ships, like the
three new monitors, which, though for-

squadron, and this, it {s hoped, will make
them more qulckly avallable apon gradun-
tlon for enteriige upon the arducds tties
of thelr profession. This Is most ¢ ra-
ble, bLecause tl 7 of coramis=-
gioned officers o s midshipmen to as-
sume at once positluns of considerable re-
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¢ N Mot
formed not for maneuveri
exercises, but for conver
tration, Under the old sy
left largely to pvioes,
unitormity of method  being  securad in
some degree by general resulatio
regular nspections.
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This gystem had some success when the
nomber of men In the-navy was insiznifi-
cant: but with soveral thousand umler
tralniog at one time It Is Impracticable to
supervise the detafls and rNErgEY
and unifermity of effort thro the por-
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all around usefulne
Elight such vessel
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such reductions In armament o
¢ number of men.
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PORBIGN DIVISIONS

unequal In possibliitles. Our Interests In
these waters are always Important and
the lttle group stationed there should he

Increased. .
The least number of crulsers desirable i

In service and building three
spared for the statlon, thus leaving only
three to ba provided. In the development
of the flest this force would be agsigned to
the South Atlantic statlon during peace
for purposes of tactleal drills and Incl-
dentally to watch Amerlcan inlerests in
thut reglon.

In ease of war it could be united with
other squadrons in the West Indies, thus
torming a fleet of considerable strength,

completion of the winter maneuvers in
tho Caribbean.
This will Le hetter news to the South
Atlantie officers nand men than to tha
Mediterrancan crulzers, It must Le con-
feeged thut of late the latter's employ-
ment hay not been all ekitties and beer,
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